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Of the fourteen (14) participants that began the EMPOWER Program as Basic Skills 

Deficient in either Literacy or Numeracy, nine (9), or 64.3%, gained at least one EFL 

(Education Functional Level) in their first 12 months of enrollment.   

 

As necessary, participants identified as Basic Skills Deficient were referred to the Bali 

Learning Center in Merced, were provided training and guidance to utilize the on-line 

Khan Academy, were referred to the Merced County Library Reading Program, or were 

provided individual tutorial sessions with MCOE/WIOA Career Advisors and/or with 

MCOE California Student Opportunity and Access Program (Cal-SOAP) Advisors. 
 

 

 

   Place of Employment Position 
Wages 

Per Hour 

Hours 
Per 

Week 

1 Canela Fullbright 
Substitute for MCOE, Atwater and 

Merced 
Substitute Teacher $150/day 40 

2 Karen Lee Alorica, Wisconsin Customer Service Representative $11.00  40 

3 Hem Raj Laird, Merced Production Worker $13.00  40 

4 Cheng Saechao Walmart, Merced Sales Associate $11.00  20 

5 Catrina Vang Noah's Restaurant, Merced Waitress 
$11.00 + 

tips 
40 

6 Francisco Gloria Fed Ex, Merced Shipping $11.00  20 

7 Kobe Maynard Foster Farms, Livingston Sanitation $11.00  40 

8 Brenda Rojas Merced Chevrolet, Merced Reception $11.00  20 

9 Jocelyn Anguiano Food for Less, Merced Customer Service Representative $11.00  30 

10 Luis Garibay Smart & Final, Merced Electric Jack Driver $11.00  30 

11 Isiah Holmes 
Creative Voice and Data Works, 

Merced 
Electrician Assistant $11.50  40 

12 Julianna Alcantar 
Sports & Rehabilitation Physical 

Therapy, Los Banos 
Receptionist/Billing $11.00  40 

13 Danae Valencia JC Penny, Los Banos Sales Associate $11.00  30 
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